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Juvenile & Probate Court Newsletter
Stay connected with us on all of our social media platforms!
 Like our Facebook page! AC Juvenile Court
 Check us out on twitter @AshJuvProbCourt for instant updates.
 See us in action! Follow us on Instagram @ashtabulacounty_juvenilecourt

Holiday Court Closures
for January 2022:

 Check out the YouTube channel for video content and case rights and procedures.

Juvenile Court: Closed on
Monday January 2nd,
New Years and Monday
January 16th, Martin
Luther King Jr. Day

Ashtabula Bar Association Distinguished Service Award: Greta Moore
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Resource Center: Open
and on-call 24/7

Article written by, Joseph A. Humpolick. “Many years ago I went to a
number of funerals for a lot of very
good lawyers who were well respected by their colleagues but never received any public recognition from
them for who they were as professionals and what they did for the bar
community of Ashtabula County. I
found it sad that so many of them
said so much about them when they
died but never honored them when
they were alive. Surely every one of
them deserved a “This is your life”
moment. So I made up my mind to do
something about this once I got into a
position of leadership. Thus when I
became the president of the county
bar roughly thirty years ago I decided
to start a new tradition to honor our
own who stood out from us all in their
legal careers. I also decided to honor
the members of our bar family who
stood out from all others for their

service to it. Accordingly, I created the
Distinguished Service Awards. Annually we present an award to a lawyer
who throughout the course of his or
her career has stood out from us all
for his service to the legal profession
and his professionalism in the courtroom and his commitment to the highest aspirations of our profession. We
also present an award o a member of
our bar community who is not a lawyer for their service to it. We solicit
nominations from the members of our
bar association and a select committee of myself and Michael Hamper
and Margaret Brunarski reviews them
and selects worthy recipients for both
awards based upon a number of well
defined criteria. We then honor these
people at our annual bar meeting by
presenting them with a handsome
plaque. We also enshrine their
names on a master plaque that contains the names of all previous win-

ners of these awards that hangs
at the courthouse in Jefferson.
We have been doing this for
roughly 30 years. The master
plaques that hang at the courthouse contains the names of
many who had awesome careers of service and received
public recognition for their work.
Unfortunately a number of these
people have left us. However it
is now a tradition and a responsibility of our bar association to
honor its own and to see that
those who serve it well are never
forgotten. This year we honored
Dorcas Russo for her work and
her professionalism as magistrate in Common Pleas Court.
Her work ethic and fairness in
the administration of justice has
earned her a great deal of respect from her colleagues. Continued on page 2.

Big Changes in 2023! Good Luck Magistrate Hamper! / New Programing! / New Faces!
In mid-January 2023, Magistrate Michael Hamper will be leaving the Probate Court to pursue a new opportunity
in the private sector. We are excited for
Magistrate Hamper. Mike has left a
substantial positive imprint upon the
Court during his tenure and he will certainly be missed. Please join us in wishing Magistrate Hamper much continued
success! Congratulations Mike! It is
also hoped that 2023 will see a significant expansion of our existing Community Assisted Commitment Program

(CACP) See, page 4. We are seeking Specialized Docket certification for the program,
New grant requests are being written as we
communicate this news. Fingers crossed!
We currently have three open positions
within the Ashtabula County Juvenile / Probate Court. Two of these positions are
made possible via a grant received from the
Office of Criminal Justice Services. The
position of Staff Attorney has been created
to assist the judge and the Court’s magistrates by providing legal research, writing
and other legal services for both courts.

Applicants for this position must have a Juris
Doctor degree, and have experience in the
juvenile and probate areas of practice. The
new grant will also allow the Court to hire an
additional Deputy Clerk. The new clerk will
work at all three current physical locations of
the court, and with the entire court staff.
Finally, a new Magistrate is being sought for
the Probate Court. The candidate for the
Magistrate position must be able to work
independently, conduct legal research and
interact with the public. See Andrew Misiak
here with questions, or to submit resumes.
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Youth Diversion Programs: 8 Benefits for At-Risk Youth and Providers
Diversion programs provide opportunity
for youth to receive support from their
communities and families rather than via
formal interaction with the juvenile justice system. Diversion can be used as an
alternative to arrest and prosecution, or
as a step along the way during the process of adjudication. It is a less punitive
approach that focuses on resolving issues by keeping youth at home with their
parents. It avoids the creation of criminal records that make adulthood difficult
to navigate. Alternatives to juvenile justice system involvement serve to provide
teens and their families with tools necessary for a lifetime of success, safety, and
happiness. Although the number of
teens living in juvenile residential facilities has steadily decreased over the last
20 years, 20,000 youth continue to reside in juvenile residential facilities. According to Casey Family Programs, group
and institutional placements generally
have adverse effects upon children. “Any
-thing over three months tends to produce worse behavior,” states Allen Pollack, Division Director for Youth Services
and Community Impact for the Denver
Department of Human Services. Adverse
effects of residential facility placement
include: • Higher re-entry rates after
returning to families than youth in other
types of out-of-home care settings (i.e.,

foster homes).• Increased likelihood of
displaying delinquent behavior as compared to peers in foster care.• Poor educational outcomes, including lower test
scores in basic English and math.• More
likely to exit the educational system before graduating than those in foster
care.• Risk of physical abuse in group
residential facilities.• Lack of opportunities to develop life skills and positive relationships. Alternatively, diversion programs have numerous benefits for youth
at risk of juvenile justice system involvement. The benefits of diversion programs
for at-risk teens include: ● Reduced stigma due to justice system involvement. ●
Judges are provided opportunity to identify at risk youth, and may choose to divert
them toward services and treatment designed for skill-building and rehabilitation.
●Positive outcomes via diversion programs help to restore both family and
community faith in our juvenile justice
system. ● Preventing association with
delinquent peers. Placing youth with others who have varying degrees of criminal
behavior puts teens at risk of becoming
influenced by or victims of their peers that
have delinquent behaviors. ● Holding
youth accountable for their actions.
Diversion programs work to avoid residential placement and juvenile probation.
They require youth displaying delinquent

behaviors to accept responsibility for the
behavior. They must confront the reasons behind their maladaptive behavior
and work toward long-term solutions. ●
Diversion provides proportionate responses to delinquent behavior. Standardized screenings and assessments
are among the best practices for diversion programs. These tools are effective
for predicting the likelihood of recidivism, identifying criminogenic needs,
and determining the level of risk a youth
poses. ● Provide youth with opportunities to connect with services in the community. Teens sent directly to residential facilities, or assigned another form
of punitive justice, may never become
aware of valuable community-based
services that can help them succeed in
life. Diversion programs allow youth an
opportunity to discover those services
that are available to assist them. The
youth and family are able to determine
what works best for their situation. The
coping skills and strategies acquired
thereby will serve that youth throughout
a lifetime. ● Reducing court caseloads,
youth detentions and out-of-home placements. To read the rest of this article,
and to learn more about successful diversion, click here.

Greta Award continued from page 1:
Greta Moore received her award
for her many years of service as
an administrative assistant in
Ashtabula County Juvenile and
Probate Court. She is one of the
reasons why the court is well

respected and why it functions
well. Perhaps this is because
she has great people skills and
great leadership skills as well.
What makes her special is that
she has done more than could
be expected of her in her
position even though she lost
her husband and has had a
family to raise in addition to
taking courses at Lakeland
Community College to become a paralegal. A number
of people spoke out on her

behalf at the annual
meeting last week. In
fact, I can’t recall
when so many people
spoke out for anyone
who ever received an
award from this association.”
The Ashtabula County
Juvenile / Probate
Court is so thankful to
have Greta on our
team! Congratulations
Greta on this award!
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What’s a Bind over? (Explainer)
Community members packed the pews
at Olivet Institutional Baptist Church
Tuesday evening as a part of Greater
Cleveland Congregation’s action to draw
attention to the high number of Black
children from Cuyahoga County being
transferred to adult courts and serving
time in adult prisons. The coalition of
more than 30 congregations and organizations assembled just a block west of
the towering Cuyahoga County Juvenile
Court to learn about a process – called
a “bind over” – that allows children accused of crimes to be treated as adults.
Cuyahoga County transfers more children to adult court than any other county
in the state; and in the past decade. Per
state records, 94 percent of these bindo-

vers involved Black youth. The question
being explored is: Why? Approximately
300 attendees learned about the role of
state laws that make some bindovers
mandatory. In other cases, the choice to
send a child to adult court is made by a
county judge. A county prosecutor makes
the argument that a child cannot be rehabilitated in the juvenile justice system.
However, “When children are placed in
adult facilities, they usually face very brutal conditions,” Leah Winsberg, an attorney with the Children’s Law Center told
the crowd. Winsberg said research show
that children who serve time in adult prison are far more likely to be sexually assaulted, more likely to die by suicide and
34 times more likely to end up charged

with subsequent crimes. Katherine Sato,
who works with the Ohio Public Defender’s youth division called for a moratorium
on bindovers so the racial disparities can
be examined. Short of a moratorium,
Winsberg urged the county to stop transferring children as young as 14 or 15 to
adult court, as well as children with developmental delays. Other panelists called
for the county government, including incoming County Executive Chris Ronayne,
who was in attendance, to examine how
the county’s budget prioritizes spending
that will decrease the structural racism at
play. “The juvenile justice system is failing
Black youth,” said TaKasha Smith, the
policy director of the Juvenile Justice Coalition. Read the article here.

New Kits could help Ohio Officers Interact with Kids with Autism, Sensory Issues
They look like gifts from Santa, but
they are backed by research and the
newest tools to help Streetsboro police better respond to emergencies.
The clear plastic backpacks contain
multiple items designed to help officers better interact with children with
autism or anyone with sensory issues.
“It’s definitely one more thing for us to
put in our arsenal. When we show up,
it’s usually for some type of traumatic
event. A lot of times it’s a bad event,”
said Lt. Richard Polivka. He says getting the kits was the school resource

officer’s idea and then approved by
city council. One for every police
cruiser, donated by the Hussman
Institute for Autism in Maryland with
training, says Lt. Polivka.“It really
covers a range of issues dealing with
children from communication all the
way to calming them and maybe
distracting them from a distressing
situation,” he said. Each first responders kit contains an ultra soft
stuffed toy, plush pop fidget, squishy
stress ball and mini lava lamp to
help relieve anxiety and calm them.

There are also noise canceling headphones and sunglasses. “The sunglasses could help calm them down,” said Lt.
Polivka. However, perhaps the most
important items are those that enable
communication even if the child or person is non-verbal. There’s a dry erase
board, alphabet chart and boards with
pictures illustrating emotions they might
be feeling and things they might need
like food, or water. The Hussman Institute for Autism is offering the kits for
free to any interested police department. You can learn more here.

Youth Incarceration in the United States
Public agencies have made enormous progress reducing youth incarceration between 1995 and 2019, reflecting the deep
declines in juvenile arrests over the same
period. However, some harmful practices
remained stubbornly entrenched, such as
an overreliance on incarceration once
youth are referred to the juvenile justice
system, especially for Black and Native
American youth. Youth confinement rates
were down 70% from 1995 to 2019, closely tracking the drop in youth arrests. Arrests
of youth peaked in 1995 and have declined 74% since then. Young people arrested and referred to court faced the

same odds of confinement in 2019 as they
did in 2005: one in three. The number of
juvenile court cases fell by more than half
from 2005 to 2019, from 1,647,700 to
722,600. But the share of those cases that
resulted in confinement held steady at 29%.
Almost every state has reduced youth confinement. 44 states and the District of Columbia had declines of 50% or more. Confinement rates declined for youth of all races and ethnicities. Black youth in 2019
were more than 16 times as likely to be in
custody as their Asian and Pacific Islander
peers, four times as likely as white peers
and three times as likely as Hispanic peers.

Compared to white youth, the disparity in
2019 was the same as it was in 1997.
Compared to Asian and Pacific Islander
and Hispanic youth, the respective disparities grew significantly, but fell compared
to Native American youth. Building a world
where all young people are able to thrive
and grow into responsible adults requires
us to respond more effectively when
young people push boundaries and go as
far as to break the law. To view the entire
infographic and to view all of the opportunities to reduce all forms of out-of-homeplacements and keep youth in their communities, click here.
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Wanted: Local Parents Looking to Make a Difference
If you’re looking to make a
difference in the new year,
why not consider becoming a
foster parent? There’s a need
for them in Ashtabula and
Trumbull Counties and you’
will be able to make a big
difference, like Jordan Biel
and his wife, who have four
biological daughters and foster a nearly 2-year-old boy.
“It’s just really rewarding, you
know, he just brings me so
much joy,” Biel said. The Biels
have had him since he was
just one day old and only days
following their completion of

their foster certification program.
“It’s just remarkable to be a dad
to him and know that I can help
kind of shape his life and help
him realize just how loved he is
by God, That is life is on purpose,” Biel said. With around
125-130 kids in Trumbull County
Children Services’ care and only
66 foster homes throughout the
county, Brooklyn Bennett with
Trumbull County Children’s Services says there’s a need for
more families like the Biels. “If
you’re thinking about becoming a
foster parent now is always a
good time you know we all come

up with New Year’s
resolutions and things
that we want to do to
you know better the
world, better ourselves and what better way to do that
than to open your
home up to some children,”
she said. There is a process to
becoming a foster family,
which includes a six-month
home study and training. You
can start by calling Trumbull
CSB at 330-372-2010, or call
Ashtabula CSB at 440-9981811. “Here at CSB, we hold

your hand through the whole
process and help you make that
happen,” Bennett said. Biel said
knowing the difference they’re
making in their foster son’s life is
worth it. “Just knowing like that
his time with us, whether it’s
temporary or forever, either way
we’re shaping the person he’s
becoming,” Biel said.

Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health – Center of Excellence
New and expanded Functional Family Therapy (FFT) and Multisystemic Therapy (MST)
teams are up and running across the state
thanks to funding from the Family First
Transition Act (FFTA). Using a request for
proposals process through the Child and
Adolescent Behavioral Health Center of
Excellence (CABH COE), eight applications
were submitted by certified behavioral
health providers and were funded to develop and expand FFT and MST services
across 16 counties. Through this process,
five new and one expanded FFT teams and
two new MST teams were trained and are

now accepting referrals. The goal of this
program is to increase statewide access to
approved Title IV-E Clearinghouse prevention services proven effective in preventing
out-of-home placements. The FFTA funds
support identified operational costs in the
early implementation phase of program
development, including creative workforce
recruitment and retention strategies. The
current project awardees were able to successfully on board and hire 22 out of the 26
staff positions needed in a short period of
time. FFT and MST are intensive homebased treatment services for kids, ages 11-

18, who have complex behavioral health
challenges, an open case plan with a Title
IV-E agency, and who meet model eligibility
using the Child and Adolescent Needs and
Strengths (CANS) assessment. To build on
the successes of the first cohort of FFTA
funded programs, the CABH COE issued
another request for applications on October 24, 2022. Applications were due on
November 28, 2022 and successful applicants will be announced mid-December
2022. Community partner, Community
Counseling Center applied for the grant,
and hopes to bring FFT to the County.

Probate Community Assisted Commitment Program
Currently, more than 3 million adults, 1.6%
of the United States population, suffer from
untreated severe bipolar disorder and schizophrenia. These individuals are ten times
more likely to be incarcerated versus hospitalized. The Community Assisted Commitment Program (CACP) is an initiative of the
Ashtabula County Probate Court which is
targeted to meet the needs of this population. The program was launched as a collaboration with the Ashtabula County Mental Health Services and Recovery (MRHS)
Board. As of July 6, 2021, Ashtabula County
hospitals now have an option to refer men-

tal health patients under a voluntary outpatient treatment to the Probate Court’s CACP
program. Intervention through a program
like CACP results in more than a 40% reduction in harmful behaviors, and more than a
60% reduction in risk of arrest. Participants
are four times less likely to perpetrate violence, and half as likely to be victimized.
Revolving door costs are reduced in counties
with involuntary outpatient programs. CACP
operates on a relationship-based model,
encouraging regular communication between
patient, treatment providers, MHRS, and the
Probate Court. By adopting a court-led pro-

gram, Ashtabula County is better situated to
respond to the mental health needs of our atrisk citizens, e.g., homelessness, repeated
hospitalizations, and law enforcement intervention. Treatment providers provide evidence-based services, and help program participants maintain stability and safety in the
community. Regular conferences with the
Court and care team allow for continual and
responsive evaluation of provided services
while safeguarding the due process rights of
participants. Contact Probate Court, Chief
Deputy Clerk, Andrea Hathaway, at 440-5763455 for more information.

