
Beginning May 15, 2023, the 

Ashtabula County Juvenile Court will 

transition its staff and operations to 

the City of Ashtabula Building (Key 

Bank) in downtown Ashtabula. Court, 

county and city officials have closely 

collaborated to make this move a 

reality due to significant flood dam-

age being sustained at the court’s 

existing facility. The court and clerical 

staff will initially occupy space on the 

first floor, and use council chambers 

as the main courtroom. The move will 

serve to address the court’s immedi-

ate need for temporary space. No 

construction or remodeling will take 

place at this time.  Plans for per-

manent court operations are being 

developed, and renovations will 

commence as space within the 

building becomes available. The 

transition plan will finally unite the 

operations of the juvenile court 

with its Family Resource Center 

[FRC]. Youth will receive needed 

services sooner and the Court will 

gain space to conduct live court 

sessions on a consistent basis. Any 

questions, call Court Administrator, 

Andrew Misiak, at: 440-994-6004 

or ajmisiak@ashtabulacounty.us.   

See Star Beacon article here.  

Juvenile Court Moving Its Operations *UPDATE*  

Family Drug Court Graduation Celebration  

On April 3, 2023, our Family Drug Court 

conducted its 11th graduation ceremo-

ny by cele-

brating Dan-

ielle Wimer 

and Heather 

Morse’s com-

pletion of  

our FDC pro-

gram.  Collec-

tively, Dan-

ielle and 

Heather com-

pleted 48 months in our program. A “packed house” 

turned out at the Ashtabula County District Library to 

celebrate the commitment, hard work and success 

of these two special women. Bravo ladies! Keep 

going. Keep growing!   A special thanks to our guest 

speaker, Sarah Martin (August 2020 FDC Graduate), 

Brightview Health for the cupcakes/refreshments, 

Melissa Blank of Melissa Blank Photography and 

Karen Roderick from Sass For Your Grass for donat-

ing her time as our Easter Bunny for the children!  

For more information on the Family Drug Court pro-

gram, call Lora Faenza at 440-994-6031 or email 

her at LEFaneza@ashtabulacounty.us.  

Stay connected with us on all of our social media platforms! 

 Like our Facebook page! AC Juvenile Court 

 Check us out on twitter @AshJuvProbCourt for instant updates.  

 See us in action! Follow us on Instagram @ashtabulacounty_juvenilecourt 

 Check out the YouTube channel for video content and case rights and procedures.   
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Holiday Court Closures 

for May 2023: 
Juvenile / Probate Court: 

Memorial Day-29th 

 

Resource Center: Open 

and on-call 24/7 

mailto:ajmisiak@ashtabulacounty.us
https://www.starbeacon.com/news/local_news/juvenile-court-moving-to-main-avenue-in-ashtabula/article_8596bec4-ce3e-11ed-a076-0f8566eebe8f.html
https://www.facebook.com/ACJuvenileProbateCourt/
https://twitter.com/AshJuvProbCourt
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCibkI1p_lfm92nUBb18jssQ


The Competitive RECLAIM project pro-

posed by the Ashtabula County Juvenile 

Court established a Resource Center to 

provide intake screening for youth re-

ferred to the court. Since 2017, the Re-

source Center has served 2,754 youths. 

Between January 1st, 2023 and March 

31st 2023, 193 youth were referred to 

the Resource Center.  This is a 39% in-

crease in referrals compared to the pre-

vious quarter (139 youth referred be-

tween October and January). The majori-

ty of youth served were male (66.8%, n = 

129) and White (82.9%, n = 160) or 

Black (9.3%, n = 18).  The average age 

at time 

of refer-

ral was 

14.7 

years. 

The av-

erage number of direct youth service 

hours for youth referred in the quarter 

was 1.9 hours while the average number 

of direct family service hours was 1.8. Of 

the 56 youth with data, 91.1% (n = 51) of 

the youth served in the quarter received a 

support activity.  Of the 57 youth who 

were both admitted and released from 

services in the quarter, 91.2% (n = 52) 

Trumbull) admitted eight (-8) 

fewer youth (-16.3%) compared 

to the same time period in FY 

2022. Combined, the fifteen 

courts participating in the Tar-

geted RECLAIM initiative admit-

ted one hundred seventy-nine 

(179) youth, which is fifteen (-

15) fewer youth compared to 

the same time period in FY 

2022. After nine months, the six 

Targeted RECLAIM and nine 

Expanded Targeted RECLAIM 

courts are on track to have a 

The six Targeted RECLAM courts 

(Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, 

Lucas, Montgomery and Sum-

mit) have admitted seven (-7) 

fewer youth which is down (-

4.8%) compared to the same 

period in FY 2022. The nine 

Expanded Targeted RECLAIM 

courts (Allen, Ashtabula, Butler, 

Licking, 

Lorain, Ma-

honing, 

Medina, 

Stark and 

decrease in their DYS admis-

sions for FY2023. The percent-

age of minority youth admitted 

by the 15 courts is 84.4% which 

is up 0.1% when comparted to 

the same time period in FY 

2022. The number of minority 

youth admitted by all courts is 

one hundred seventy-three 

(173) comparted to seventy-six 

(76) white youth, this is a 5.1% 

decrease in minority admis-

sions, as a percentage of total 

admissions, when comparted to 

Family Resource Center Evaluation  

Department of Youth Services (DYS) Admission Data through  March 2023. 
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the same time period in FY 

2022. Statewide admis-

sions are up by three (+3) 

youth compared to the first 

nine months of FY 2022. It 

should be noted that for FY 

2022 The 73 non-targeted 

RECLAIM courts accounted 

for 21.1% of the state’s 

year-to-date total admis-

sions while in FY 2023 

these courts account for 

28.1% of the state’s year-to-

date total admissions.  

completed successfully. Of the youth 

with data for both referral reason and 

completion status, 100% of youth who 

were 1) brought in by the police, or 2) 

brought in by the police and went for-

mal, or 3) went formal, completed suc-

cessfully. The first referral was made in 

April of 2017; and therefore, that year’s 

data does not represent a full year.  The 

data beginning in March 2020 is/was 

impacted by COVID-19. Since the incep-

tion of the Resource Center, 76.0% (n = 

1,914) of our referred youth have com-

pleted successfully. 



Do you receive Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits? 

Your child may be eligible for free Head 

Start or Early Head Start Services. Head 

Start and Early Head Start programs 

deliver free, comprehensive services to 

children ages birth to 5 and their families 

in core areas of early learning, health, 

nutrition, and family well-being. For more 

information on Head Start programs, 

please click here. For local program and 

to apply Head Start services today, scan 

the QR code to get started. It is easy to 

prove eligibility with any of the following: 

a copy of notice of SNAP approval, or 

other documentation of eligibility or ben-

efits from the SNAP agency, such as a 

screenshot from a SNAP mobile app. 

sion trainings for our JDAI counties, starting 

in 2023.  Updates:  In July 2022, Ashtabula 

and Trumbull Family Court jointly welcomed 

Trina Benson as their Race Equity and Inclu-

sion Coordinator.  The counties will individu-

ally utilize Trina to address race and ethnic 

disparities.  The counties will separately 

host the following trainings bi-weekly and 

facilitated by Trina: 

• Understanding Implicit Bias  

• Understanding Cultural Humility  

• Addressing Race & Ethnic Equity & Inclu-

sion Issues in Policy & Practice  

• SOGIE Data Collection  

Trina will also assist each county with facili-

In December 2022, REI System Assess-

ment Subcommittee members participated 

in a Train-the Trainer event where they 

were trained on skills needed to build upon 

in order to facilitate sessions on race, equi-

ty, and inclusion, for adult learners. At-

tendees were able to engage through inter-

active learning methods, noting the type 

that might be most effective for their own 

instruction approaches in the future.  At-

tendees were immersed in the world of 

navigating the weighty topics of race and 

equity from both a personal and systemic 

perspective. The team is gearing up to con-

duct and facilitate race, equity, and inclu-

tating quarterly community forums to 

assist and engage the community in ad-

dressing concerns, as well as offering 

families’ opportunities to gain a better 

understanding of the juvenile judicial 

system. Each court will also work to devel-

op a family / caregiver handbook that 

includes diversion definitions, a listing of 

community resources and feedback sur-

veys.   

The committee has also developed two 

great resources  for youth and their fami-

lies  to help navigate the Juvenile Court 

System. See those resources here and 

stay connected! 

scared. Parents are also asked ques-

tions at the same decision point. 

Twenty-Six surveys were submitted 

and 24 or 92% felt like coming to the 

FRC had a positive impact on their 

child and family. Parents most liked 

the upbeat atmosphere and the 

knowledge of staff. Staff also 

showed great concern for the youth, 

and wanted to help all of the individ-

uals who come in the door. At the 

case management decision point, 

five youth surveys were submitted. 

Three or 60% of those surveys ex-

pressed satisfaction with the programs 

and services that were recommended. 

Four caregivers completed the survey 

and 75% of them indicated their family 

and/or child are actively engaged with 

FRC programming. Zero of the submit-

ted surveys indicated that their child 

had additional police involvement since 

their initial visit to the FRC. It should be 

noted that these surveys are anony-

mous and are sent or given to families 

at specific decision points. The FRC is 

rooted in data and analysis. Call Kelly at 

990-994-6011 for more information.  

The National Assessment Center (NAC)  

monitors and evaluates all surveys 

from the Family Resource Center 

(FRC). Twenty-Four youth submitted 

surveys at the intake point in the first 

quarter of 2023. Of those 24 youth, 

18 or 75%, indicated that their 

thoughts and feelings were taken seri-

ously. Of those 24 youth, 90% were 

white. Youth most liked the fact that 

they were heard and had the oppor-

tunity to express their feelings. They 

also like that staff were polite and 

helpful and comfortable, rather than 
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Family Resource Center: Youth and Family Feedback Data 

From the Office of Head Start 

Department of Youth Services: Race Equity and Inclusion Subcommittee Updates  
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Your household’s SNAP card can also 

prove eligibility.  Head Start is a fan-

tastic way for children to build strong 

relationships as a foundational drive 

for early learning, engage families in 

their child’s learning and recognizing 

parents as a child’s first and most 

influential teacher, implement effec-

tive practices to promote children’s 

growth in learning, social and emo-

tional development, language and 

literacy, cognition, and physical de-

velopment. Head Start also encour-

ages learning in a creative environ-

ment indoor and outdoor settings 

that is safe for everyone. For more 

information scan the QR code and 

get your child involved today.  

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ohs
file:///C:/Users/AJMisiak/Desktop/Ohio JDAI Collaborative Corral Newsletter - Issue One.docx


Very few people go through 

life without encountering 

some form of trauma. Howev-

er, the types of trauma and 

the responses to it can differ 

greatly from one person to the 

next. Responses can be se-

vere to the point where an 

individual develops post-

traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD), which can permeate 

many aspects of life. Trauma 

can also be so subtle that a 

person’s life does not seem to 

be negatively affected. In 

either case, it is critical 

for those who have experi-

a diversion program for juvenile justice-

involved youth between the ages of 10-18 

who also suffer from mental or behavioral 

health issues. In lieu of detention, the BHJJ 

program diverts youth into more com-

prehensive, community-based behav-

ioral health treatment. The Begun 

Center provides research and evalua-

tion support for the initiative and 

recently released a new report for the 

initiative. This BHJJ collaborative in-

cludes Ashtabula, Trumbull, Mahon-

ing, Geauga and Columbiana Coun-

ties. In state fiscal year 2023, the 

The majority of juvenile justice-involved 

youth have a history of behavioral health, 

mental health or substance use problems, 

and have experienced a great deal of trau-

ma. However, local jurisdictions were too 

often ill-equipped to accurately assess 

youth for behavioral health, mental health 

or substance use issues.  This reality direct-

ly impacted a community’s ability to identify 

and timely address such issues. Ohio’s Be-

havioral Health /Juvenile Justice (BHJJ) 

Initiative was intended to transform and 

expand the local systems’ options to better 

serve these youths. Ohio’s BHJJ Initiative is 

program has served 54 youth and families. 

This quarter saw 27 successful cases with 

many others still open. For more information, 

contact Andrew Misiak at 440-994-6004.  

come productive members of society. A 

judge determines which law, if any, was 

broken when a minor is brought before a 

juvenile court.  The court issues an appropri-

ate response. A young person may be as-

signed probation, community service, 

placed with an extended family member or 

in foster care, or confined to a juvenile cor-

rection facility. Regardless, juvenile justice 

data demonstrates cases processed 

through the juvenile court system often 

have worse outcomes, including adult crimi-

nal behavior, than those assigned to diver-

sion programs. For this reason, it is appar-

ent that juvenile justice system reform 

efforts are needed to give youth the tools 

to make healthy choices, improve behav-

ior, and work toward a successful future. 

Why Juvenile Justice Reform is Needed:  

According to the US Department of Justice, 

the number of youth arrested in the United 

States has steadily declined since 1997. 

However, approximately 423,077 cases 

were still processed through the juvenile 

court system each year between 2005 and 

2018. Teens who interact with the justice 

system often exhibit many serious risk 

factors. Read the entire article here.  

Focus on Ohio: The Ohio Department of 

Youth Services (ODYS) began using MST in 

1990 after looking for better ways to meet 

the mental health needs of the incarcer-

ated youth in their care. MST was adopted 

across the state in 2000 when the Ohio 

Department of Mental Health formed the 

Center for Innovative Practices (CIP). After 

implementation, 93% of referred youth 

were living at home, 83% were in school or 

working, and 88% had no new arrests when 

treatment ended. The juvenile justice sys-

tem exists to help young people take re-

sponsibility for their behavior, and to be-

The Need for Juvenile Justice Reform + 5 States That Are Paving the Way 

Generational Trauma: Breaking the Cycle of Its Impact on Youth 

Behavioral Health Juvenile Justice (BHJJ) Quarter 3 Data 
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enced trauma to learn healthy 

coping mechanisms through fami-

ly therapy that aims to prevent 

further psychological and physical 

harm. Otherwise, a group or indi-

vidual risks passing trauma onto 

children – an occurrence known 

as generational trauma. Accord-

ing to Dr. Fabiana Franco, Ph. D., 

generational trauma “may begin 

with a traumatic event affecting 

an individual, traumatic events 

affecting multiple family mem-

bers, or collective trauma affect-

ing larger community, cultural, 

racial, ethnic, or other groups -

populations.” One study of gener-

ation trauma examined how 

the mass starvation of millions 

of Soviet Ukrainians from 1932 

to 1933 (Holodomor) affected 

the children and grandchildren 

of the Holodomor survivors. 

The study found that second 

and third generations exhibited 

signs of still living in a food 

crisis, such as “stockpiling of 

food, reverence for food, over-

emphasis on food and overeat-

ing, inability to discard unneed-

ed items, an indifference to-

ward others, social hostility 

and risky health behaviors.” 

Generational trauma can also 
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stem from an individual experi-

encing trauma. For example, 

children, particularly males, who 

experience violent abuse are 

more likely to be violent later in 

life.  Parents who have not 

healed from traumatic experi-

ences are likely to develop un-

healthy coping mechanisms and 

pass harmful behaviors onto 

their children. The link below 

details two significant ways gen-

erational trauma can affect chil-

dren. Many studies are present-

ed in this paper detailing the 

success that Functional Family 

Therapy can have, read it here. 
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